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HAUNTED HOUSES

The Ocfagon '
Howuse .

Historic Homes of the Capital Thal Are Inhabited by Spirits—--Tales of
Ghostly Forms That Hover Near the Scene of Some Tragedy of
Bygone Days-—Occupant of Van Ness Mansion Saw a Small| - e
Womanr, in Old-Fashioned Bonnet, Running Through the Hall, Calling, [on consecticar’ avene. nas veen one ot
Frantically, “Steve! Steve!"---Headless Horses Seen in the Grounds | mses. it was wuiit on a centuey ago by

By L. A. WILSON.
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a inilor, who had married & very bean-
Liful girl, of whom he was jealous, The
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that she had gone to visit relatives. Soon | qaughte
afterward he went away and never re- :'--"'II"' s the site.
Later. when repairs were h-'ll‘u;i
vmaing of the unfortunate
womnn were found hidden jo the house
Misfortune (ollowed supecbusive ovon-
pants of the housze, and servants declared
| that the shadowy apparition of a woman
in white was to be seen outudde the win-
| down, bockoning The tragedics which
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Van Ness Mansion.

The list and by far the mosl interest-
lng of Washington's haunted houses is
the Van Ness mansion.
the wvery earliest history of the cliy, a
mansion whose rotting splendor fills one
with a strange wensc of lonclihezs, Its
beautiful location, its graandeur, its Isolu-
tion. and the pathetic hopelessness of its
tutor feel with a

that in thin blasted and forlorn
spol thers must indeed be inhabitnnts oot
Withia, the ruin
and the oddiy- The writer saw and guestioned the last
numerous urns | anlly of earctakers, who moved out but
closets Gud un- 4 few days sihee. The wife told of her

siill more desolite,
ned house with
winiding=, Itz many
ovted corners and bhiding pls

the eantranees cannol

the plastar has

It for any save an choatly 1enantry,
A Tradition of the West.

a tradition that She was sick, and did pot go at the time

pow house freim pg  'he mysterious stranger toid her to go,

fune, Col. 1, P, but twa doys later her husband went to

fufen away. It all 4o

sl

rotwently years, ls bey
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hgme in it was the Blaine family. There until their daughter and omly child re-
wife disuppeared, and the tailor gave oul | gied Mr. Blahe himaself, his son, and hiﬂl tursed from school. Then it was that
The Lafayette Theatre now | Colonel Van Ness and his family bullt

atd moved into the mansion. The daugh-
| ter married Mr. Arthur Middleton, and
two years later the young bride and her
babe lay dead in the new home, and the
hopes of the Van Ness family dled with
her,

On the anniversary of Colonel Van Ness'
death six headless white horses are said
to gullop franticaily around the house at
midnight. Footsteps are heard and mys-
terious knockings. A lady In quaint, old-
time costume fits through an upper hall,
calling the name of an unknown person.

Saw Dim OQutlines of Woman.

Connected with

t, and | pwn experience, of seelng the dim out-
de her bed

b, She

1E® 10 lines of n woman'a form bes
1 Ra | gpp night as she was hall s
ribs  grinning | wag startled inte full consclousness, nnd
etly hedrd the visitunt bid her jo
go to 4 place far in the northeastern part
of the city, 2t the corner of (wo sireets.

conly chidd and | the place. There woe only a vacant lot,

aml they rv Lided however, and the meaning of the message

ynd the understanding of anyone.

The wifs's mother testiles to having
seen the gheat of the Van Ness mansion.
She, the mother., was standiog in a door
opening into the front hall in the second
story when she saw a rather small {ady,
In a very old-fashioned bonnct, run the
entire length of the long hall ecalling
“8Steve!”™ Steve!" The bonnet hid her
face so that It could not be told whether
she wns young or old. She was woll-
dressed, but she ran 50 swiftly that It was
dificult to observe clogely., The hall Is
not wide, and she passed wo near that the
specintor might have touched her.

The atiention of the writer was called
to the concrele by a mechanic, It Is a
peculiar red color and Is less than an
Inch thick, and the art of making it Is
lost. No concrete made today would last
at all unless spread much more thickly.
The broken places cannot be patched by
workmen of today. Not unly have build-
ers and owners long since molded into
dust, bhut the very art that constructed
the old munsion has been buried with the
crafismon,

And the slowly crumbling concrete and
the fading memories and the mournful
figure of the Lady of the Mansion flitting
through the long corridors alone remain
of the gplendor of this maost utiful snd
e of Washlngton's houoted

mose eelebrs

hous

i ESTING CURRENT CHAT IN THE CAMERA CIRCLES OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

n ¢ lead o ! phot plis pre subject to lta Inflnenoe
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who missed the nominatic JOngresy, | coteloe it tho ourrent ot
nnd who han found some that Ik Lielineutor” . repro e
much better, from the tandar ! entitled “The H of
hy which we are acct stimade | hy ane of the tost acllve '
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i and New York by the new  appo s | anged the  metropolis for the He Is of Bis day and gepcr
Avenues «ii jn one abroad. 1he yonthful widower, Mr y | Capityl and is monarch of all he surveys | he represensts the Washington of
wembers of the l oluy Rivea ‘ in one of the most rtuble bachelor | enl, which s conig Lhy s
U e e : Those handsome and clever aisters, { CStablishments this by Tancon, "R I: f!hlrll! " ;n:.-!:nllll:‘-l-rtnl is o illl.'r1‘-- of every
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I in 1903,

the wxiting list. The finances of the club |

stock of supplies on hand and n fine sur-
|

"who are

sided as far West a=s San Fruncisco, and
ot the present time there are members
residing at Evansville, Iod., who bave
moved there from the Eastern States and
have still held thelr membership. At
prosent Washington Is ropresentod by
seven members and Hoston is a close sec-
ond with a membership of six.

The intercst in photography with this

I_-.raunrml membership Is kopt alive by
|
isfactory report

fssuing an album each month containing
prints from each member. This album
Is accompanied with a notebook contaim-
ing a full description of all the facts coa-
cerning the making of each print con-
tained in the album, and there is ample
room in the spuce In the notebook al-
lotted to each print for full eriticlsm of
each ploture, and criticisms by euch mem-
ber is one of the duties of membership.
The notebook also contains a voting list
and the print receiving the highest oum-
ber of votes is awarded a certifleate,
which Is Issued by the secretary of the
elub.

The business of the club s all carried
on hy correspoudence, and the monthly
albums are shipped by express {rom one
member to another mecording to o e
li=t arranged by th scretlary.

1 have sald that the Postal Photographic
Clnk is the most unlque photographie or-
panization in the country, and it may
also be said that it probably contains a
larger percentuage of prominent amuaieurs

than any ot
bership s a

sr organization. [ts mem-
cly composed of profes-
slonal men, those who practive photo-
graphy from a deep love of this beautiful
art, and who have joined the Posial Ciuob
for the purpose of keeping in  noarer

¢ touch with some of the best amatours

of the ¢ountry and exchanging print= and
critleisms with these whom they may
never become  acquainted with  except
through the medium of the albums and
notoebooks.

Among Its present mombership may be
mentioned F. A. Waugh, of Burlington,
Vi, Frank R, Fraple, of Boston, Mnss.,
Osborne 1. Yellott, of Towson, Md., and J.
Horace McFarland, of Harrisburg., Pa.,
all of whom are frequent writers on pho-
tographic subjects and the authors of
texi-books on photography which are
recognized as standard works.

The club has the distinetion of inelud-

} ing in its membership Mr, Alfred Monroe,

of Concord, Masa, who has attained ths
ripe old age of cighty-five. and still con-
tinues 10 contribute Lo the album his

guota of prints which show that his cye

hasx nol dimmed, and that his haud b

| nut lost its skill

And there Is a long list of ex-moembers
known to all the photographle
world, such as F. . Beacl, editor of the

Amateur Photographer.™ J, B Dumont,
of Rochester, N, Y. Elzabeth Almy Slade,
of New York: Emma J. Fliz. of Bostan;

|
! Howard Gray Douglass, Max Hansmano.

ami’ Frauces Beajamin Johnston, of this
ity

At the last coavention of the Natlonal
Woman's Suffrage Assoclation held in this
vity there was presented to Susan B, An-
thony a portrait of Misa Anthony which
whi considored a work of a high order of
merit. This portrait was the work of
Miss Sarah J dy, of Providence, R. L,
who I o painter ns well as photographer,
and nn enthysiastic membor af the Postal
Photographic Club.

And so0 in May the members of Lhis
unique organization wiil  pack  thelr
ecameras aid starl for Washington, and
for a week devote themselves (o the benc-
ties of the National Capital.




